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OUR OWN “EXTREME MAKEOVER”:
SOUTHEAST BRANCH EDITION
In early spring, our Southeast Branch on Perkiomen Avenue closed its doors
for an interior transformation. The branch, built in 1974, received updates for
the first time in 43 years. Fresh paint, new carpets, protective window films,
and mobile bookshelves have completely transformed the space, and left its
patrons and librarians giving two thumbs up.
The renovation, lovingly dubbed an
“Extreme Makeover,” was made possible by a partnership between Lowe's
Heroes Project and Skyline Property Services. The team provided a crew of
10-15 volunteers who executed the vital changes. Additional help in the form
of in-kind donations and volunteers came from Alvernia University, ADAPPT,
B&G Glass, City of Reading Public Works
Department, Dolan Construction, and
Steve Stauffer Painting.
Branch Manager, Emily McNulty,
expressed, “These upgrades will send a
message that the library is an important and worthwhile community
investment, and that the people we serve are deserving of a comfortable,
attractive, and inviting space.” One young patron, Keyla, is happy the library
is reopened so she can see the animal mural again and take out more
mermaid books.

“OUTSTANDING” RPL PROGRAMS RECEIVE
COUNTYWIDE AWARDS
Versatile, creative, and engaging are three words to accurately describe our librarians. Always searching for fresh
ways to engage patrons through programming, they work vigorously to bring our library to life every day. Two of
these programs were recognized during the Berks County Public Library System Awards for the 2016-2017 year.
On a regular basis, patrons with intellectual and developmental disabilities (IDD) visit our main library with their
caregivers. The Reference and Children's Department collaborated to form a new program, Adults with IDD Story
Time, after requests came from these patrons for stories to be read to them. Both rewarding and successful, this
program received the “Outstanding PA Forward Award”.
Our Adopt a Reading Buddy program was also new this year and received the “Outstanding Program Award” from
the county system. This fun program encouraged family literacy and provided a stuffed animal reading buddy for
“adoption”, with a booklet full of activities for parents and children to do together. While children and their
parents bonded, valuable relationships were simultaneously created between these families and the library.

JUNE 2017

PAGES

VOLUME 12 NUMBER 2

FROM THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
Have you heard about our library's newest opportunities and programs? No
longer just a book warehouse, you can experiment with a 3-D printer in our Teen
Loft, join the fun at our 3rd Annual ComicCon, learn English, or discover a new
author recommended by our staff. Our award-winning librarians work tirelessly to
bring literacy to life in new and creative ways.
The “Extreme Makeover” at our Southeast Branch was both exciting and
exhausting. After more than 40 years, our heavily used space really needed a
facelift with paint, carpet, and shelving. Our community stepped up in significant
ways with donations of time, talent, and treasures. Our patrons love the new look;
it's ready for the next 40 years!
Lots of folks use the library to borrow books, magazines, music, and movies.
Others need computers to search for jobs, connect with family, or file their taxes.
Need access to Wi-Fi? It is free at all 4 branches and available 24/7 both inside and outside the library. Our largest
branch may soon be our digital presence due to free streaming digital media and our RPL2GO app.
To learn more about how we plan to be your go-to 21st Century library, tune into our new podcast.
Regards,
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Bronwen
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STIMULATING PROGRAMS AIMED AT
PERSONAL AND PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT
FOR ADULTS OF ALL AGES
SOUTHEAST BRANCH
Mondays | 6:00 pm
Crochet Club | Nancy Taylor, Instructor

MAIN LIBRARY
Wed, August 9 | 12:15 pm
Brown Bag Book Discussion | A Most Curious Murder
by Elizabeth Kane Buzzelli
Call 610.655.6355 to register
FOUNDATION BUILDING
Wed, August 9 | 7 pm
Book Discussion | A Most Curious Murder by
Elizabeth Kane Buzzelli
Call 610.655.6355 to register

July 18 & 20; August 8 & 17; September 12 & 21 |
1:30-4:30
Operation HOPE Homeownership Program |
Eneida Powell, Financial Wellbeing Coach
Call 610.655.6362 to register
Mon, September 25 | 6:00 pm
Book Discussion | The Handmaid's Tale by
Margaret Atwood
Register at 610.655.6362 by September 21
NORTHEAST BRANCH
Mon, July 10 | 1:30-2:30pm
Book Discussion | Everything I Never Told You by
Celeste Ng
Sat, July 29 | 11:00
Intro to the Art of Zentangle by Deb Koch
Supplies will be provided. Register at 610.655.6361
Mon, August 14 |1:30-2:30
Book Discussion | The Namesake by Jhumpa Lahiri
NORTHWEST BRANCH
Sat, July 1 | 11-2pm (Drop in)
DIY Bottle Cap Magnets
Call 610.655.6360
Sat, July 8 | 11-2pm (Drop in)
Relax and Color
Call 610.655.6360
Sat, August 5 | 11-2pm (Drop in)
DIY Stress Balls
Call 610.655.6360
August 12 | 10:30-12:30
Michael Albert
Call 610.655.6360
Sat, August 19 | 11-2pm (Drop in)
Relax and Color
Call 610.655.6360
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EVERYDAY HERO - SWIM, RUN, DANCE, TREK,
BIKE, WALK FOR RPL
Whether you are running a marathon or new to your gym's
Zumba classes, making the rounds of every major
league ball park in the US or visiting every microbrewery
in Berks County, hiking the Appalachian Trail or adding
an extra ¼ mile to your walks each week, you can use
your adventures and personal challenges to support the work of Reading
Public Library. Welcome to Everyday Hero, our new fundraising tool that
will help you turn your own passions into support for our library.
Contact Linda Capozello at 610.478.8977 and be an
Everyday Hero!
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COCKTAILS & CLASSICS 2017
On St. Patrick's Day this year, we
held our annual Cocktails &
Classics fundraiser and celebrated
the holiday with vibrant green
linens, shamrock-filled florals,
Guinness beer, and Irish potato
candy favors. Scotti Mann
provided musical background to
the 250 guests who enjoyed the
fare of sixteen local restaurants
and caterers and confirmed the
Irish proverb that “Laughter is
brightest where food is best.”
Proceeds from the successful fundraiser topped
$75,000, including over $20,000 raised during
the evening's silent and live auctions.
S p o n s o r s h i p s u p p o r t f ro m i n d i v i d u a l s ,
foundations, and businesses grew to over
$40,000. Funds raised from this record breaking
event will support a variety of programs and
projects including Summer @ RPL and the
purchase of mobile books shelves for youth
departments at our branch libraries.

RPL OUTREACH PROGRAM TO BE HIGHLIGHTED AT
INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE IN NORWAY
On August 15 through 17, the Satellite Meeting of the “World Library and Information Congress”
will be presented in Bergen, Norway. The annual event is organized by the IFLA (International
Federation of Library Associations). This year's topic is “Managing Change: Library Transitions moving into the Future. Best Practices from Around the World.”
Is Reading Public Library moving into the future? The individuals at IFLA seem to believe so. They
have invited RPL's Outreach Coordinator, Daniel Egusquiza, to be a presenter at this international
forum. The presentation, “Reading Public Library: Building a Platform for Community Engagement Through the
Arts,” will focus on our library's Storytelling Through Dance program. Daniel will share details on how the
program, “Odyssey”, transformed the front steps of our main library into a platform for community
engagement, opening doors for many in our community who are typically disenfranchised.
Daniel will be rubbing shoulders with presenters from prestigious institutions around the world. North
American presenters include Mount Sinai Hospital Library, Toronto, Canada, Smithsonian Libraries
and the Library of Congress, Washington, DC, and Reading Public Library, Reading, PA. Here we
come world!
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